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Abstract

The study of the principle of self-government according to the will of the local people which is an important basis in the European
Charter of Local Self-Government of the Council of Europe has three objectives as follows: 1) Studying the evolution of the European
Charter, 2) Studying the content of legal measures as defined in the European Charter and 3) Studying the application of the European
Charter in the member States of the Council of Europe. This study uses the methodology of documentary research.

The results of the study revealed that: 1) The principle of self-government according to the will of the people in the locality,
known internationally as the principle of local self-government clearly existed since the Middle Ages of Europe that the monarch
granted the Charters to the local government units to provide some autonomy for their self-government which later it evolved into
the preparation of important documents such as the European Charter of Municipal Liberties of 1953, the Declaration of Principles
on Local Autonomy of 1968 and developed into the arrangement of the European Charter of Local Self-Government in 1985 which
has a treaty status binding on international law; 2) The content of important legal measures in the European Charter relating to local

government consists of matters such as the legal protection of local self-government, the concepts and scope of local self-government,

131



132

Journal of Community Development Research (Humanities and Social Sciences) 2021; 14(2)

the appropriate administrative structures and resources for tasks as well as the right to associate; 3) The application of Charter in
member States, namely Denmark, Netherlands and Spain, found that the main problems that exist in the local government system of
these member States, such as there is no legal protection for the principle of local self-government in the legal system, the problems
of assigning and allocating ambiguous and redundant tasks for local authorities, the problems of inadequate financial resources for
local authorities to perform the tasks as well as the problem of administrative supervision on local authorities that are too strict, etc.;
4) The suggestion is to bring legal measures as stipulated in the Charter into the constitution or the internal law of the member States

in order to be truly enforced.
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