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Abstract

Earthworms appeared on earth 600 million years ago. They have been called the ‘intestine of the earth’ by
Aristotle. Earthworms play important roles in the physical, chemical, and biological as plant nutrient solution. Worm
cast is rich in growth hormones, vitamins and act as a powerful biocide against disease nematodes, and weeds control.
Moreover, they can use as human food and medicines, protein source of animal feed, waste management and use as
environmental indicators. Earthworms belong to phylum Annelida, which includes more than 8000 species from
about 32 families. They occur all over the world, except those with extreme climate, such as deserts and areas that
are under constant of snow and ice. In the present, human activities are the main cause of earthworm distributions.
These are effected native earthworms and other species in ecosystem, for example the forest ecosystem in the North
America. There are about 41 earthworm species in Thailand which distributed in many ecosystems. However, using
of the native earthworms still inadequate in idea of prevention the effects of exotic species. The aim of this article is
to present the information of earthworm benefits, species diversity and distribution which could be prevent the effects
of exotic earthworm in ecosystem.
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MONILIGASTRIDAE
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