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Abstract

The purpose of this qualitative research was to study the cause of elephant roaming in
the city, including the life way of mahouts and elephants staying in the city. Data was collected
based on in-depth interview and observation. The target population was 15 mahouts, who
traveling together with the roaming elephants in Bangkok and vicinity.

The results found that all roaming mahouts and elephants were from Ban Ta Klang,
Amphur Tatoom, Surin province. The main occupation of mahouts was farmer. The second
occupation was elephant keeping, but due to drought condition and low price of agricultural
products and elephant raising did not get enough income to cover household expenses. The
income of elephant keeping was only from the province elephant show once a year and
occasional cultural event with inexact income. Elephant roaming in a big city like Bangkok was
a way to had more income ranging from 40,000-60,000 Baht per month. The method of traveling
was by truck and got off at the area near Bangkok and then took a walk into the city. Roaming
was made at the dense community and asked people to buy food for the elephants at the rate of
20 Baht per piece. Food for the elephant was water melon, banana, sugar crane and cucumber
for example. Roaming was done from 5.00-12.00 PM. The mahouts and elephants shall take rest
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during daytime at the bare area with grasses and clean water for elephants. However roaming in
the city cause mainly 3 problems there were 1) Elephants sickness and accidents during roaming
along the roads. 2) Because of roaming was illegal, mahouts were asked to illegal pay some
money to government officers. 3) The social problems such as traffic congestion and accidents.
Key words: The Life Way of Mahouts, Elephant Roaming
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