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Abstract

Chili was one of vegetables that needed toxin quarantined before exporting to foreign
countries and encouraged to produce with Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) guidelines by
government offices. The purposes of this research were to study the situations of chili
production and marketing, to evaluate toxin in both chili products and growers’ blood, as well as
farmer opinion regarding the GAP quality assurance system in Phetchabun Province. The study
methods were conducted by a qualitative research with a focus group, an in-depth interview and
a participant observation and a quantitative research and a documentary review. The target
samples were both chili growers who had registered with the GAP quality assurance system in
2005 and chili growers who hadn’t registered but had been growing chili for sale in the rainy
season, 2006. The study site was at Lom Sak District and Muang District in Phetchabun
Province.

Research results revealed that both farmers who were members of GAP system and
non-member had the same production and marketing systems. Average chili production area was
3.65 rais per family. Most farmers grew chili one crop per year. They used the original variety
of chili and could preserve their own seeds. They planted chili seedlings at the beginning of the
rainy season as monocroping. Farmers applied fertilizer and insecticides after each harvest
intervals which its duration was 15-20 days.

Farmers had daily harvested during the production. They sold the chili by their owns.
After harvesting, chili were put in sacks and plastic baskets or kept on the ground for sale. The
quality and non quality grading chili would be also sold. The fresh, proper character chili fruits
were suit for market demands. The merchants set the chili price in accordance with market price
in Bangkok. The chili price was depended on its quality and packaging. General problems of
chili production in the study areas were crop disease and insects, low price of chili, high cost of
production, natural hazard and farmers’ health.

The toxin blood test on farmers was at moderate risk level. However, there was no
significantly difference between members GAP system and non member farmers. Farmers’
blood tests were undertaken in the periods of the vegetative stage and the harvesting stage. Most
farmers had self prevention from using chemicals. The toxin tests in chili products were found
safe and it was not significantly difference from two groups of farmers. Based on farmers’
opinion, they moderately adopted the GAP quality assurance system. They expected the
development of the quality system which general benefit directly to the farmers; they were such
as the arrangement of the markets, the quarantine of production price, giving knowledge and
suggestion how to solve production and marketing problems.
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