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Abstract
Thailand is one of the largest rice exporters in the world, which has brought huge foreign currencies to the
country. Since the green revolution, rice farmers have started using chemicals more and more. Several decades later,
when soil quality has depreciated, average rice yield has decreased. Although, nowadays, government agencies and
independent organizations have educated, promoted and supported farmers to plant organic rice, which followed the
King Philosophy of Sufficiency Economy, there are still small number of organic farmers. This research aims at

presenting the way to persuade the farmers using more organic products in agricultural sectors. It is based on the
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comparison analysis of economic costs and returns between organic and chemical rice production using Nongsano
sub-district of Samngam district, Phichit province in 2008/2009 crop year as a case study. It was done successfully
with helps of community network and community development specialist in Nongsano, starting from finding problem
and obstacle, selecting target groups of farmers, then comparing average economic costs and returns between two
kinds of rice production methods and choosing a group of farmers to present the best method to grow organic rice for
high returns. This Participatory Action Research (PAR) found out that the average return of organic rice production
was higher than that of chemical rice production in most areas. The high-return farmers shared their experiences with
others on the use of organic fertilizers, natural weed eradication, and how to look after the fields constantly according
to organic farming product. Statistically, the results from data processing confirmed that because the average price of
the product and income were higher while, the average cost was lower, the average return of organic rice production
was higher than that of chemical production.

Keywords: Persuasion, organic rice planting, chemical rice planting, research
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