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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the problems of dried banana production in Bangkatum, and 2) to develop
guidelines for a sustainable production of dried banana in Bangkratum District. Bangkratum subdistrict was chosen to be the study
area due to its largest production area of dried banana. The participants were: 1) dried banana manufacturers/leaders of each dried
banana producers group, 2) dried banana workers, and 3) dried banana suppliers in 6 areas. This study applied qualitative research
methodology including documentary analysis, semi-structured interviews and non-participant observation. The analysis of data was
content analysis.

The results revealed that the problems of production factors of dried banana production were lack of banana supply, unstandardized
bananas, lack of funding and marketing knowledge, shortage of labor and the risk of labor in the production process, and costly
product certification. In addition, there were cut prices among manufacturers due to competitive factors where they focused on
competitive rather than cooperative. The development of guidelines for sustainable production of dried banana includes promotion
of environmental friendly manufacturing processes, promoting organic banana planting, bringing banana peels for better utilization
in order to reduce pollution. Enhancing the production efficiency process includes reduction of costs, reducing damage in transportation,
setting plans for getting funding and research in collaboration with government and educational institutions, educating entrepreneurs
for marketing knowledge. Furthermore, entrepreneurs have to set the production planning in terms of manpower, maintaining and

improving the product quality and water management in order to sustain production of dried banana
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