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Abstract

Phu Kum Khao, located in Kalasin province in Thailand, is the area where nearly complete dinosaur fossils were found in the
1990s. This discovery not only had a significant effect on science, but also led to a major change in the community around the
site; especially, community identity. The objective of this study is to study dinosaur trend in Thailand, in Phu Kum Khao community
and analyze the dinosaur discovery site communal identity formation process to develop a suggestion for identity enhancement. The
methods use in this study were document research, field observation, interview and content analysis. Prior data were used for
suggestion synthesis. The study found that identity formation within the community was influenced by the world’s trend toward
increased interest in dinosaurs, especially in movies and media. At the time of the discovery, however, the local people in the area
of the site were not following world trends due to the lack of access to mass media; therefore the response in the area was primarily
impacted by outsiders who were attracted to the renowned discovery. A new identity was first adopted and formed by the local
administrative organization and well-educated community members. In the first period, the reflection of identity adoption was found in
the form of dinosaur sculpture building which represent the merge of dinosaur into community identity. In the long term, the
integration process can obviously be observed in the mixed and merged forms of identity integration. Suggestions for future dinosaur
discovery site communal identity development is to create a network for knowledge exchange, develop dinosaur related belief, culture,

along with way of living by blending with the exist culture and develop dinosaur related innovations from indigenous knowledge.
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