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Abstract

The objectives of this research are: 1) to study the development and spatial pattern of temple ¢ Wat Phradhatu Sri Chomtong
Voravihara’ during 1991-2016, 2) to understand factors influencing changes in spatial utilization of the temple, and 3) to build a
three- dimensional model for proposing an appropriate spatial design for serving the temple’ s population. In-depth interviews and
focus groups were conducted with spatial utilization decision—- makers and users of the temple, respectively. The results showed that
the temple’ s spatial utilization developed following the changing activities within. The spatial pattern of the temple revealed the
establishments of vertical and horizontal structures within the existing or in extended areas. More specifically, between 1991 and
2002, significant expansion of the area was devoted to religious studies and meditation retreat-related activities, while between 2003
and 2016 only saw the development of meditation retreat-related activities. The latter period has led to an expansion of the temple’s
area for its respective activities more than any other kinds of activities. In contrast, the Phuttawat zone of the temple found no new
extended area, but there were new buildings on the existing area instead. On Sanghawat zone, there was a change in the spatial pattern
of area usage of Sanghawat, where open spaces were replaced by buildings to support the activities of Dhamma practice and study.
The most crucial factor affecting the change in area usage of the temple was the population of the attendees; other factors were less
significant. There is a trend for empty spaces to be replaced by scheduled new constructions, while changes in spatial pattern and
building design were to be considered due to the shortage of area to support activities. Meanwhile, the ratio of green space was not

compatible with the action plan for sustainable community and green area management. Attendees of the temple suggested for improving
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sustainable management of the green space, especially increasing the area of standing timber and shrubbery, including planning of space

utilization of the temple area to be sustainable.

Keywords: Pattern, Spatial Design, Wat Phradhatu Sri Chomtong Voravihara, Green Areas
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