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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the potential of accounting firms in the lower-northern region for an accredited accounting
firm. We base the study on the quality control system of the Department of Business Development, the Ministry of Commerce. A sample
consists of accounting firms in nine provinces of the lower—northern region that has not been accredited. We find that the overall quality
score is in good level. Considering each quality control element, we find that the scores are between good to very good levels. It is
possible to consider that the sample has a potential for accreditation. An additional regression analysis for factors affecting the quality
including firm experience, business form, and firm size shows that firm experience has a significantly positive effect on the overall
quality. Considering each quality control element, we find that firm experience has a significantly positive effect on several elements
regarding management responsibility, ethical requirements, client engagement process, and engagement performance. In addition, we
find that running an accounting firm as a corporate entity has a significantly positively effect on client engagement process, and engagement

performance. However, firm size has a significantly negative effect on quality regarding ethical requirements.

Keywords: Quality, Accredited Accounting Firm, Lower-Northern Region, Quality Control, Potential
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