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Abstract

The objective of this Participatory Action Research (PAR) is to design a community database for flood management by
collaboration of communities and local authorities in 2 subdistricts in Songkhla Lake Basin: Ramdaeng Subdistrict, Singha Nakohn
District, Songkhla Province and Tamod Subdistrict, Tamod District, Phatthalung Province. Its target group, which is derived from
purposive selection, includes twenty-five community leaders and core-team members, non-governmental (NGO) staffs, and officials
of local authorities in both areas. Research stages and methods are as follows: 1) Three brainstorming forums were held in each area to
collect problems, needs and suggestions about flood management. The synthesized outcomes were verified with the target group. 2) A
forum was held in each area to identify key issues to be included into the database. 3) Semi-structured interviews were conducted with
the target group in both areas to elaborate detailed items in the database. 4) A brainstorming forum was organized to obtain feedbacks
and comments about the drafted database from a number of academics with expertise in natural disaster management. The database is
composed of five bases: 1) physical and environmental base, including resources and environment, and geography (GIS), 2)
population, 3) economic base, 4) social base, and 5) local floods in the past. The data are to be derived from both primary and
secondary sources. The database attribute is in line with the concept of Disaster Risk Management (DRM) and Community-Based

Disaster Risk Management (CBDRM).
Keywords: Community Database, Flood Management, Natural Disaster Management, Songkhla Lake Basin, Local Authorities
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