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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to examine beliefs and formats or procedures of Limont Ritual (an ancestor worship ritual) in
Songkhla Province that has been continually held by groups of local people. In this research, local wisdom concept was deployed to
comprehend beliefs and the ritual itself since the ritual was influenced by socio-cultural context which reflects the origin of southern
people. Furthermore, Emile Durkheim’s thought was used to study the ritual by separating the sacred from the profane while Victor
Turner’s concept of liminality (Rite de passage) was brought to investigate the ritual. By this, qualitative research methodology was
chosen as a research design in order to describe social phenomena through analyzing and interpreting methods for explaining facts of
beliefs and Limont Ritual from insider view.

The findings showed that Limont Ritual is plentifully held in Amphur Na-mom and Amphur Nathawee, Songkhla Province where
local people are still carrying on the ritual. This consequence is resulted from folklores, such as beliefs of ancestor souls, talismans and

magic, Nai Mont and Nang Song (a leader of the group that holds the ritual and a medium who communicates with spirits,



172

Journal of Community Development Research (Humanities and Social Sciences) 2016; 9(2)

respectively), chants and folk music, and spiritualism. These unite the descendants’ belief of their ancestors which represent that

southern people give precedence to their family, pay respect to the elders, and pay attention to social consciousness. The research also

found that pattern or procedures of the ritual are complexity, delicacy, and according with beliefs in different areas where the ritual is

held. These could be seen in many complicated things included in the ritual, for example calculating and picking an auspicious day,

getting Khan Mak (a parade procession that may include gifts, sacred things or things used in the ritual, depending on types of the

ritual) from the organizer of the ritual, together with the practices and the ritual operations.

Besides, Limont Ritual demonstrates the separation between the sacred area and the profane area before these two areas going

through the liminality process. Nang Song, for instance, changes from an ordinary person to the medium before returning to a previous

character when the ritual is finished. To summarize, it could be regarded that Limont Ritual is not only a folk wisdom of the older

generation that inherits beliefs of their ancestors and Phi Ta Yai (ancestor ghosts who protect the descendants from evil) but also a

cultured conscious which helps building local consciousness in the form of the sacred ritual.

Keywords: Beliefs, Limont Ritual, Phi Ta Yai, Nai Mont, Nang Song
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