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Abstract
The estimated demand for rice seed in Thailand on 2012-2014 crop year was averaged at 1.122 million tons per year where
approximately 60% was sold in the market while the remaining was farmers’ own rice seed. Only 12% of the total rice seed was
formally certified. It was 48% of those rice seed in the market was produced by small local enterprises located all over the country,

especially in the irrigated area. However, there was no efficient process yet for certifying this portion of seed at present. This paper was
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a part of two study projects. Part I was the participatory development of standard certification system for rice seed of Chainat province
and Part II was the production of standardized rice seed under the business partnership. The main objective of this paper was to present
the development process of rice seed certification system at the production process focusing on the rice seed field certification, where
the present certification is the product certification only. There were 4 steps in developing the rice field certification system process.
The first step was the preparation of both rice seed field evaluation form and development and increasing number of professional field
inspectors. The second step was an experiment and evaluation using the developed evaluation form by 60 farmers in Chainat province
for inspecting their rice seed fields through 1 crop production. The third step was monitoring and evaluation. The output of these 3
steps was the adjusted evaluation form of rice seed field which was ready to use for evaluation the real rice seed field. This adjusted
evaluation form was used in the fourth step where the implementing areas were at Suphanburi and Phichit provinces. The participants of
this step included the small local enterprises and their 60 farmers producing rice seed for them. The number of fields and cultivated
area were 91 fields and 1,418 rais, respectively. It was found that after 3 inspections per field of the cultivated are as, the field
standard increased from 24.61% in the second field inspection to 75.39%. The results of the study indicated that the key success
factors of raising this rice field certification system to the rice seed production at commercial level would be: (1) the increase of
professional rice seed field inspectors and evaluators with equivalent quality of inspection to those of the national level. These
professional inspectors could be either potential farmers or local enterprises who had experience in producing rice seed for quite some
time, (2) rice seed field evaluation form should not only cover all field standard criteria of GAP Rice Seed, but should also be easy
and convenient to use, (3) the rice seed field standard table was an important instrument for deciding whether or not the rice seed field
would pass the field standard right after the inspection ended. This study suggested that not only the sufficiency of the potential field
inspectors and evaluators, but the department of rice should consider the process of registration of professional inspector and evaluator

as well to increase degree of acceptance in evaluating results.
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