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Abstract
The objective of this research was to study and assess the impact of the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) development strategy in Chiang
Saen District, Chiang Rai Province, by adopting the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and interviewing local stakeholders as well as
to suggest ways for mitigating the impact. The study evaluated the most appropriate strategic scenario by comparing 2 scenarios, i.e. scenario
1, the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) development strategy plan in Chiang Saen District will not be applied and scenario 2, the Special
Economic Zone (SEZ) development strategy plan will be applied. The instruments used in this research were an evaluation form, including
issues and criteria in the theoretic Analytical Hierarchy Process (AHP), interview questions for stakeholders, and observations in the area. Then

this information was used in the assessment process which employed the Multi-Criteria Analysis.
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The results of this study showed that the overall impact from scenario 1 was negative (-1.38), whereas that from scenario 2 was positive
(0.24). Scenario 2 would have a positive impact on Chiang Saen District because it was seen to increase economic and social opportunities in
the long term; however, there would be a negative impact on some issues during the first phase. The stakeholders expected that the strategy
would have the highest positive impact on the quality of life whereas the highest negative impact would be on lifestyle and culture. Therefore,
the suggestions for adapting to the development are all stakeholders should comply with the mitigation measures in order to reduce the negative

impact and to promote the positive impact. In addition, the relevant agencies should emphasize the public participation process, and publicize

information of the development so that the local people and entrepreneurs can have better understanding of the strategy.

Keywords: Strategic Environmental Assessment, Special Economic Zone, Chiang Rai Province
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