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Abstract

Temple is an important place as a center of community in Buddhist Thai society. The temple does not only act as a mental
supporter, but it creates economic, social, and cultural interactions of the community as well. Under a rapid transformation in the
society and community, it is therefore remarkable that how the representation of the temple in this modernized society is configured.
This research, thus, needed to explore spatial utilization pattern in the temple by the villagers as a reflection of changes in socio-
cultural relations affecting spatial patterns in the temple, as well as investigate the formation of a representative image to the temple
that has the effect of changing the use of the area. This research was conducted by qualitative approach including in-depth interviews
from monks, community leaders, government officers and villagers in the total of 30 people, together with participant observation,
field survey, and descriptive analysis. Results from the study revealed that the temple area has been mostly used to the Buddhist
activities by the elderly people. By the way, the ratio of the area used for public interests have been increased the most. Arranging
some activities in this area promotes more interaction among villagers, as well as reflects that Chamadevi Temple is as the space of
conflict resolution in the condition of social exclusion among groups of villagers. Even though socio-cultural relations have altered
from the past, a representative image of the temple has still been constructed as the heart and soul of the community by the elderly
and late-adult groups with longer experience and stronger sense of place attachment to the temple. This representation has been sent
continuously and intensely to younger generation by the expectation in remaining unchanged to the temple in order to maintain the

community relationship and traditional cultural root under development streams and intra-community conflict.
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